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Dondero is concerned with tradition. We
take pride in keeping the past alive by
encompassing not only the three R’s, but
also by maintaining the spirit and vitality
that projects throughout the community.
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LEFT: Mr. Bryce and Jim Pullen
various planes in military history.

BELOW LEFT: Mr. Martin and Mr. Race

study

bring out the original spade for the sec-
ond groundbreaking ceremony

BELOW: Pam Riley is the Homecoming
Queen for Dondero's fiftieth graduating
class.
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S.S.KRESGE COMPANY £

WATCH OUR w NOOWS

FORE “PE

Rogal Oak Builds
A New High Schonl

In the 1920’s Royal Oak, was, as it is
today, not a suburb, but a city in its own

right. Stores, banks, and homes lined the
main roads and in 1927 work had begun
on a new (city) high school to accom-
modate the increasing population. The
cost for this new building was $925,000
with an additional $35,000 for the swim-
ming pool. There were 65 rooms meant

for a student capacity of 1,215.

ABOVE: The corner of Fourth Street and Wash-
ngton Avenue undergo construction for the new
5S.S. Kresge building

RIGHT: City workers line up the pipes that will
bring water to the Royal Oak water tower.
BELOW: A scene at the Royal Oak Savings
Bank (Fourth and Main) shows both cars and
common dress.

OPPOSITE PAGE 1 shot from the school’s

early life.

i ‘ﬂ iL T
S. 5. KRESGE CONPA ¥ 510y 25 oo |










chool one
of changes. In recent
S come -H\\i

essed new

facilities and an updated curriculum. But

when we compare the years in the entire
history of Dondero, we find that this has
been the outstanding year of change. It
W he first year for an undefeated foot-
ball team. We added the “Anything You
Want to Be” Club to the others. It was
the first year for a Homecoming King
Our band altered their marching style,
and the school itself will take on a bigger
and better frame with renovation




Today students have the op-
portunity to become involved in
a wide range of courses and ac-
tivities that could have a direct
influence on their future oc-
cupations. Politicians, musicians,
artists, secretaries, tailors, and
film makers are only a few ex-
amples of specialized study that
can be pursued.

However, schooling is not a
final product, but rather a prepa-
ration; a life-long process. Over
the past fifty years there have

been countless expansions and
improvements applied to both
education and its system. Yet,
with all that has been done to
better schooling, it is still the key
to a life of learning.

ABOVE: President of the Senior class
is Dan McClory.

RIGHT: Debbie Wurdock sings with
the A Cappella choir.

BELOW LEFT: Modeling a project
for advanced art is Rich Bailey.
BELOW RIGHT: Kerry Hoeltzel

tests his typing proficiency.
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Eoucation Is Continual
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“It is not enough to be busy; so are the ants busy,

the question is: what are we busy about?

Henry David Thoreau

LEFT TO RIGHT: Ken Sylvester, Jack Yee, Dave
Hixon.




Helmer Tingstead, Kathy Solomon, Clair Kanner, Betty Bradford, and
Theresa Connelly (not pictured), are Close-Up winners for an expense-
are winner of the N.C.T.E. paid trip to Washington D.C.

Dargay is a winner of the Detroit

Writing Award and Mona Cocoli won the V.F.W. Speech
Award.

Faith Fowler and Mary Yee
Writing Awards. Mike

seMAT

I'TRS.

Outstanding
Students Win
Contests, Trips
And Awards

ABOVE: Karl Dalke and George Krc are Math Award Win-

ners and Linda Pyeatt won the Betty Crocker Family Leader
Award.

RIGHT

Kathy Whitlock, Theresa Connelly, and Mike Lage

won Detroit News Writing Awards. (Julie McDonald, Cindy
Koledo and Bonnie Burnett were not pictured.)




BACK: George Krc, Pam Riley, Sue Lage, Carol MIDDLE: Janine Opdyke,

Wiles, Nancy Mitchell, Betty Bradford, Bob Rossenberry.
Petrucci, Gail Hafferkamp, Paul Risberg, Judy FRONT: Jeff Daws.

Lukosavich. Linda Pyeatt.

National Honor Society
Quill & Scroll Society
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BACK: Pam Riley, Theresa Reno, Jenny Brandt, Pauy Grigsby, Faith
Fowler, Anne Dusenbury, Linda Pyeatt, Judy Lukosavich, Kathy Dopp,
Dave Clinard.

FRONT: Mike Dargay, Chris Hoolehan, Rick Miner, Doug Carter.

Sue Northrup, Renee

Tim Ryan, Tom Sullivan,

National Honor Sociery
Ryan; Vice-President,

George Kre; and Secretary, Nancy Mitchell (not pic-
tured).

Officers are President, Tim
Chris  Hoolehan; Treasurer,




The Acorn Is the Best Around!

['o celebrate Dondero’s and the Acorn’s 50 years
of existence the Acorn brought out its 50th Anni-
versary Issue in February! This year’s staff of 25
put out 24 pages cach issue with the usual high
degree of quality. The number of subscriptions
doubled and the staff once again defeated WOAK

in basketball for the media cup. Amid the fun
and frolic of pasteup night, the Acorn ground out
another 10 issues.

ABOVE: Cathe Cotton and Gary Jolley are both Acorn
Photographers. (Photo by Chris Blaser)

BELOW: Working hard on their sections are: Tim Sig-
man, Circulation Editor; Theresa Reno, News Editor and
Angie Disessa.

ABOVE: Pam Riley, Columns Editor; Tim Ryan, Sub-
scription Editor and Jack Yee, Advertising Editor are all ]
hard at work. (Photo by Chris Blaser)

BELOW: Managing Editor, Theresa Connelly, talks with
Focus Editor Cindy Koledo.




Features Editor, Ge rge
shows us his elbow. (Photo by
Chris Blaser)

e

Bill Cottrell, Headline Editor, watches Exechange Edi- Sports Editor Rick Miner gets a
tor John Rosenzweie's typing style. (Photo by Chris second opinion from Mohamed
Blaser) Cocoli

ABOVE: Polly Lesher and Debbic
Wurdock laugh it up

RIGHT: Publicity Editor Mona
Cocoli drives a hard bargain with
Katy Whitlock. (Photos by Chris
/Hu\(’l'!

BELOW: Kitty Buitewee and Photographer Jessica Broda talk with the Editor in

Chief Chris Hoolehan. (Photo by Dave Clinard)
{BOVE: Dario Benedetti is the Acorn’s Busi-
ness Manager. (Photo by Chris Blaser)
BELOW: Helping out Kevin Kirby is Mike
Dargay the Editing Editor. (Photo by Dave
Clinard)




For the second year in a row the Debate Team took second
place in the MSAA League. The winner of this years Most Valuable D bate Tea m
Debater award was Tim Ryan; the Top Affirmative Speaker trophy e
went to Theresa Connelly; the Top Negative trophy went to George
Kre; and Top Novice was won by Theresa Reno. Matt Barber won
the Top Spcaker trophy in the Warren Woods League; runner-up
was Kim McClaughlin.

Once again the members of the Squad debated in front of
English and Social Studies classes. In April, Dondero held its first
Speech Assembly at which Debate Trophies were awarded. The
Assembly also featured the Winners of the Spring Speech Contest,
The Forensics Team, Drama Classes and the winning speech of the
VFW Contest by Mona Cocoli.

Theresa Reno emphasizes her point
with a song and dance routine.

Greg Rener and Gary Archibald make sure their information is more recent than
that of their opponents.

Ted Higgins and Helmet Tingstad work to- Matt Barber and Dave Weber are
Tim Ryan is out to beat the clock. gether, and alone. ready and waiting.
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s At It Again
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Planning for the 'rough competition in their next debate are Theresa Connelly, David Kim McClaughlin questions Mona Cocoli’s ad-

Alsup and George Kre.

vice with a nonverbal reply.

Forensics Team
Speaks Out

Polly Lesher and Lori Northrup share the same ideas, unfortunately
so does the other team.

Forensics can be a frightening name, but some of the
things they do are: Serious Interpretive Reading, Humorous
Interpretive Reading, Storytelling, Extemporaneous Speak-
ing and Radio Broadcasting. This year the team was under
the direction of Mrs. Fleetwood for the first time.

TOP: Mrs. F leetwood, Beth l'.‘lll(llllu'/\(‘ll, Mona (‘t'(t'/lv
David Alsup, Bill Forbush.

BOTTOM: Shelly Ratcliff, Judy Lukosavich, Carol Piaskow-
ski. Not pictured: Theresa Connelly, Jay Bertolet.




The Oak Staft Puts
Together Memories of
Today for Tomorrow

RIGHT: Tim Fournier, Faculty Editor, checks his work one last time
BELOW: Donna Fallis, Sophomore Editor and Lori Salisz, Junior Editor.

LEFT: Dan McClory is Asst. Sports Editor.
BELOW: Sue Tschirhart, Sales Editor, and
Rich Bailey, Careers Editor, discuss sales pol-
icies.

In 1927 the Oak was simply a semi-annual, 80
page paperback that was put out by the Acorn staff.
50 years ago there were 24 seniors pictured op-
posite their names, quotations, and high school
activities.

Years after this, Dondero’s yearbook became
known throughout the world of photojournalism as
the first yearbook ever to employ the gutter shot
(a picture that runs into and across the middle
of a two page layout).

Last year, in its second year of competition, the
Bicentennial Oak took a second place award in the
Columbia Scholastic Press Association. As a re-
sult of the comments and criticism of the 1976
edition, this year’s staff has had the opportunity to

experiment with several different techniques.

In 1977 there is a graduating class of over 500
students and the yearbook is nearly 300 pages.
each of a diverse and distinctive nature. And still,
there is a great deal to be said for the staff and the
advisor. A staff that made our foreign exchange
student from Switzerland, Chris Blaser, feel im-
mediately at home. A staff that rushed both to
meet deadlines and over to McDonalds (to get
ads). A staff that could tolerate a tyrant and an
advisor that put up with an inexperienced editor.
These are the people that compiled the 1977 year-
book and it is only fitting that I congratulate them.

—The Editor

BELOW: Patti Grigsby, Advertising Co-Editor and pho-
tographer reviews an Qak.
BELOW RIGHT: Donna Showers, Freshman Editor.
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i - Kathy Dopp, Social Editor and
-4 ‘ i ‘l £ Anne Dusenbury, Publicity and
Index Editor, both need just one
more ad.
ABOVE: Sports Editor Sue Northrup ABOVE: Carol Wiles, the Layout Editor is pleased
is caught once again working hard. with Sue Beckman's, Asst. Social Editor, design.
BELOW: Dave Clinard, Photographer, BELOW: Faith Fowler, Editor-in-Chief; Lori North-
tells Lori McEvoy, Asst. Careers Edi- rup, Copy Editor; Linda Emrich, Intellectual Editor
tor, how to order a photographer. and Mr. Voelz, Advisor, plan a layout.
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= (Genesis

. Has It
All in
Writing . ..

ABOVE: Paige Sommer dis-
covers just how crowded man-

datory meetings are {BOVE: Linda Pyeatr tells Jeff Colburn a story

BELLOW: Alanna Otto spies : LEFT: Jenny Brandt prepares for ticket distribution

the refreshments.

ABOVE: Peggy Allen rereads a piece of prose.
LEFT: Ruth Stanton, Marc Kochenderfer, and Angic
Connelly attend d business meeting.

BELOW: “You've got to be kidding,” says Beckie

Jackson,

Sharla Scannell and Maria Scafone search for some hidden punctua-
tion.
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Writing is relaxing for some of us, Tim Sig-
man.

ABOVE: Greg Bart heads the Halloween
raffle.
BELOW: Laurie Lechner, Sharla Scannell,

Sue Gordon, Connie Graves and Mike Lage
(l/l\'(l‘\\ listen.

Theresa Reno and Diane Bruns-

don shine. Kevin Kirby explains pickle-sicle sales
“Genesis”, under the steadying hand of advisor
Kay Brakeville, took the school by surprise this
year when it changed from the Creative Writing
Club into a 37 member magazine staff. Their first
act was to divide themselves into three task forces:
B

funding; public relations; and an office staff.

Then, late in December and into the new year,
they sponsored an art and a writing contest that
involved nearly 90 students from all grade levels.

Funds were raised for the creative arts magazine
by selling mistletoe, pickle-sicles, and pumpkin and
hershey-kiss raffle tickets. This was followed by a
garage sale and the first annual 30-hour read-a-
thon.

Social activities included evenings at the Fisher
Theater, social meetings, roller skating, a Christ-
mas gathering, and two weekend retreats.

“Genesis” has begun an exchange program with
other high schools across the country and plans to
compete in Columbia University’s competition.

Other members not pictured are Sue Adams,
Lisa Argo, Norma Barber, Chris Blaser, Jessica
Broda, Kathy Dopp, Anne Dusenbury, Faith Fowl-
er (Editor), Cheryl Furlong, Donna Gregory, Deb-
bie Omron, Diane Paterson, Greg Rener, Vicki
Sokol, Carol Wiles.
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ABOVE: Paul Dow
BELOW: “A job
Kochenderfer

me?”
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Read Any Good Books Lately?

I——
R
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Jeanne Lechner finds an easy chair and a good novel to read in the “Isn't anyone going to ask me for help?”"—Mr. Szysz-
library. koski.

ABOVE: Sue Graham finds typing enjoyable and funny.
BELOW: You'd never know that Steve Reeves works in the
library.
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s

What is making Robin Frado smile?
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Chess Club Checkmates Opponents

BACK ROW: Brian Slottman, Ron Roy, Moham- Smith. FRONT ROW: Mike Roberts., Dave Hix- “Ah well, he's just a
med Cocoli, Jim Monagin. Mark Harris, Doug on, Lisa Hayes. rookie.” Jim Monagin

Once a month the Chess Club competes in the
M.S.A. league as it has in the past against six other
high schools. Practices to prepare for these meets

are held on Friday evenings from 3 until 5 o’clock.

The club is sponsored by Douglas Smith, who is
himself an alumnus of Dondero and presently boasts
an active nine member team.

ABOVE: Steve Cocoli awaits Jim Monagin's counterattack.
BELOW: Chess is a game of concentration and right moves, as
proved by Mark Harris.

Ron Roy makes a good move.

o
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For Best in Entertainment, Dial WOAK

WOAK Staff: BACK ROW: Mr. Weddle, Joe Charette, Vicki Nichols. FRONT ROW: Glen Hardesty, Mark Chrysler, Belinda
Sokol, Dave Thomas, Jeff Jinkins, Doug Carter, Karl Douglas, Kerigan, Mike Chrysler. Not pictured: Jim Bolton, Linda Leis-
Paul Kirby, Tim Donahue, Jeff Dunstan, Tom Guida, Maggie mer, Paul Risberg, Tim Shelley, Tom Sullivan. (Photo by Chris
Taylor. MIDDLE ROW: Patty Lusk, Lori Cardinas, Shelly Blaser)

Ratcliffe, Rick Grayson, Chuck Baldwin, Pete Zagone, Mary

ABOVE: Tom Sullivan did an excellent job of broadcasting the *‘Senior
Citizens Hour.” (Photo by Pat Grigsby)

LEFT: Jeff Dunstan interviews Frank Guarino and Joe Hawlik after a
game.

BELOW: Dave Thomas runs through a news report as Patty Lusk looks
on.

Radio station WOAK had a successful year
under the supervision of a new faculty member,
Mr. Randy Weddle. By working together the
WOAK staff and Mr. Weddle attracted a greater
range of listeners. This was done by broadcast-
ing tunes which fell into the categories of classi-
cal, show tunes, folk, jazz and progressive rock.
The station also provided news reports and cov-
erage for school athletic events.

The staff is made up of approximately 35
students who together broadcast an average of
eight hours daily. The entire staff is proud of the
fact that WOAK has “something for everyone.”

24




Mathematics Can Be Fun!

ABOVE: The antics of Mr. Hemmila amuse Russ Burks,
while Dario Benedetti takes notes.

BELOW: Bruce Hepner knows that hard work pays off.

The Math Department offers a wide variety of
classes suited to its students. One aspect of learn-
ing involves the use of computers, which can be
rented by all Oakland County schools. Students
participating in this very popular program have
found it to be both challenging and rewarding.
Through the use of computers, a wider knowl-
edge of what mathematics is all about is gained.

There are nine teachers who instruct Informal
Geometry, Geometry, Pre-Algebra, Algebra,
General Math, and Senior Math for approxi-
mately 1,350 students. This large number of in-

terested students is proof that mathematics can
be fun!

Linda Pyeatt runs through a difficult problem with ease.
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English ... A Means of Expression

English is the largest department in the en-

tire school. There are 18 teachers involved
in a wide variety of English classes for over
1,900 students.

English is of great importance to cach of
us. This is emphasized by the fact that 3 years
of English, including composition, are required
to graduate and also because many colleges
require it

The department added a new course called
“Communications.” The goal of this class is
to help ecach student to develop a more cffective
method for communicating not only with in-
dividuals, but with larger groups that compose
our society. Mrs. Bisso, one of the newest
faculty members in the school, is the commun-
ications teacher.

Come on, give us a bigeer smile Doug Smith

Pointing it out to Nancy Kiernan is Betty Bradford

Pam Wosnick finds English one of her more enjovable subjects

28




Dreams are for those who davdream Sue Middleton
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1BOVE: Rick
their class.
BELOW: Patti Witte gives Ms. Brakeville
hand

Martin and Keith Alexander enjoy ABOVE: Ms. Brakeville keeps an eve on her students.

BELOW: Learning is the

next best thing -
Blasser)

a helping

Peter Panek.

(Photo by Chris
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We Discover Our World . ..

Dondcero’s  Social  Studies  department  has something
new! A onc year course known as Advanced Placement
History. Students participating in this class receive one high
school credit and may take an optional test for college credit.

I'he Social Studies program offers a wide selection of
courses to Dondero students. The 15 teachers involved in
this department teach such classes as Government, Econ-
omics, Psychology. Sociology, Urban Patterns. and a variety
of History courses.

Fhrough Social Studies our cultural heritage is passed

on, and students are prepared to be better citizens.

Anita Thornton carefully jots down notes in her United States Nicky Dudley thinks she looks intelligent wearing g¢lasses,
History class but we know it's just an optical illusion.

Experience is a great teacher, and a good teacher is a ereat experience. Mr. Most learn to work; Lynn Ganoff works to learn.
Cook lectures to his sociology class.

30




Through Social Studies

e

-~

: ‘ a

o~
\

A

ABOVE: Debbie Denier diligently disregards doing her duties “If she

would just move her arm, 1 could see those test answers
BELOW: One of Dondero’s hard working freshman classes.

perfectly,” thinks John Wines
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The Study ot Languages

The Language department has added three new
classes to its curriculum! These three one-semester
courses are known as “‘traveler classes” and are taught in
French, German, and Spanish. Their purpose is to teach
students the basic phrases needed to get along in a
foreign country. It is the hope of the Dondero teaching
staff that through this type of class students can get more
enjoyment from their travels.

The basic German 1-4, French 1-4, and Spanish 1-4
classes are also offered. Advance Placement classes are
provided for students in their fourth year of French and
German.

Cindy Koledo keeps an eye on Judi Rehner to make sure she Linda Pyeatt and Jay Stephan read in French IV as Renee
doesn’t get out of hand in French 1V. Bossenberry raises her hand to answer a question.
o l l l ) I »~ l
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Dan Brady sings it out in Span- Mr. Horton teaches German 1V at the student level.
ish II. (Photo by Chris Blaser)
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Brings Unity to the Globe

Senor Solis offers a helping hand to Kim Lemmon in Spanish 1.

i

ABOVE: “Now you just listen here,” says Pam Schofield in German.
BELOW: “Once upon a time,” reads Mr. Price to his German class.

We spend the first 15 months of our children’s lives teach-
ing them to walk and talk, and the next 15 years making
them sit down and shut up. Russ Burks in German 1V.




Exploding with action.

Reading is fundamental

Kathy

Till,

Liz

Kovich

Lori

Dave

Jaroski

Steward and Patty Lusk see

spective,

and Gail Hefferkamp
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Exploring the World of Science

/vv . Er Williams finds biol [ Of wensy

-

Mr. Hursh demonstrates an experiment for his chemistry class

The Science Department added a new course this
year, Environmental Science. Some of the established
courses offered in the Science field are Astronomy, Life
Science, Biology. Descriptive Chemistry, and Physics. o \ ' -
The field of study in science is more often than not the
same: a student who has a greater knowledge of both  Rose Halcomb cets a bang out of mixing

himself and the universe.

Readv and cager to take notes is Jenny Moroski
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“Education does not mean teaching people what they
do not know. It means teaching them to behave as
they have not behaved. It is not teaching the youth
the shapes of letters and the trick of numbers and
then leaving them to turn their arithmetic to roguery,
and their literature to lust. It means on the contrary,
training them into perfect excercise and kingly con-
tinence of their bodies and souls. It is painful, continual
and difficult work to be done by kindness, by watching,
by warning, by precept, and by praise, but above all —
by example.”

—John Ruskin

Ms. Tongring-Willson, Ms. Cottrell, Mr. Boyd and Lisa Den-
off.




BOARD OF EDUCATION
I. Robert Sterling, President
Mrs. Barbara G. Field, Vice President
Mrs. Marie M. Kantarian, Secretary
Stanley E. Staffeld. Treasurer
Mrs. Janice L. Keller, Trustee
Robert E. Meschke,
Kathleen B. Penner.

I'rustee
I'rustee

Mrs

Administration, School
Board Strive for a
Successful Year

The administration this year has been busy with many plans
for the building’s renovation as well as with their normal duties
which the the
disciplinary

include maintenance of the building, curicular

revisions, overseeing activities, and any problems

that might arise.

Kathy
with

Dopp and Linda Emrich reminisce about the school’s early years

George Martin, the principal.

38

Robert listens to  another

nember

Meshke

Douglass Butler explains to Terri Sturtz.

Otto C. Hufziger. Superintendent of Schools
Edward W. Hoot. Assistant Superintendent of Schools

Daniel A. Welch, Assistant Superintendent, Instruction
Potthoff, Executive Director, Business Affairs

Bruce K
Katherine J. Elliott. Executive Director, Pupil
Personnel Services and Special Education
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BELOW

Fred Chynchuk smiles sweetly

William Bovd
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Charles Race is alwayvs at work




Philosophers of History ....

Gary Bryce Stuart Cook Elwood DeBraal Louise Frei Jim Ivansco Joanne Khachaturian

Ken Noble Robert Smilay Robert Stevens Paul Voegtler

Randy Weddle 8 3

{BOVE: Mr. Bird tells his class one of his better jokes
BELOW: “Oh! You don't want my pictire savs Mrs. Robertson

Mr. Matvunas: vou can crase his blackboards, but not his smile.

10




Scholars of English

albill

Joan Ashley Kay Brakeville Diane Cottrell

s

Joyce Fleetwood Beverly Hildebrand Edward Ogurek Mrs. Fleetwood scolds her class

Bud Stout

Judy Shultheis

Richard Rockwell Mimi Roosa Kathy Scherschun

George Quesnelle

Mr. Streeter is one of the newest additions to the English depart-
ment.

Peter Voelz Leslie Whalen
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Adding It Up in

Jerry Barich Diana Barth Walt Diebel Robert Eberhardt

A:D
>

Fred Fuhr Richard Hemmila Wayne Heter Richard Hursh Mr. Hemmila makes it perfectly clear.

Peter Phelan Michael McElroy George Regetz

Mr. McElroy makes his point on the blackboard.

Carol Riley Al Sing Barbara Tongring
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Science, Gym, Art and Music
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Robert Brockett Emmett Evans Joe Fischer Rick Hartsoe Lillis Hunter Ivy Loftin

Jack McLean Richard Perkins Fred Piepers Marion Quenneville Allan Retell Donald Winter

ABOVE: Mr. Fischer gives his approval on a student project.
BELOW: Mr. Winter shows his conducting abilities.

Mrs. Quenneville takes class attendance while she tries to keep
warm,
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Everything's Fine in Home Ec,

Lynda Campbell Colleen Kirtland Bettie Murphy Lorraine Pierce Rod Ballinger Patricia Bonacor

Paulette Cushnier Carmen Kistner Ray Lawson

C A
““ —

Who does Mr. Lawson have his eye on?

Betty Moy George Oklejas Henry Pishko Minda Sing Sharon Stach

L
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Business and Languages

ﬁ)z“&'g

Charles Kirkpatrick

~ 9

Bryan Kowalewski John O’Brien Milt Price Mr. Price has his classes undivided attention.

Max Horton

/

r \

Mr. Solis is stunned by a student's question. Read any good books lately, Mrs. Sauer?
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Our Helpful Counselors ...

Ruth Eberle Jane Logan
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{BOVE: Mrs. Persons takes time out from her filing duties.

BELOW: Mrs. Moss helps a student decide her future. \ v
—~

ABOVE: Miss Stewart points things out.
BELOW: Pat Hayes works in the office.
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and Secretaries
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ABOVE: Mrs. Logan looks into a situation.

ol

ABOVE: Mrs. McGaw in the Counseling Office.
BELOW: Mr. Smits is the newest Counselor.

Mrs. Richardson works
o Library.
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Teachers Are Helpful to Us

Dan

Carol Hoolehan Carol Pearce

Attan
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Halleuards Lonnie Watson, Ed Smith, and Nina Sewell with Vi
Tweedly.

ABOVE: Joan Scheel, Speech Therapist
BELOW: Art keeps an eye on the parking
Shirley Richardson lot.

Bernice Clay has her class’s
undivided attention
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Dan Attan eves the problem.
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Observation more than books, Experi-
ence rather than persons, are the prime

Educators.

A. B. Alcott







“The purpose of education is to make one’s mind a

pleasant place to spend one’s leisure.”
-Sydney Harris

Nanette Diaz, Jan VanderEyk, Robert Phillips
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ABOVE LEFT: Nan Leach plays in the pit orchestra.

ABOVE RIGHT: Mr. Quesnelle is the technical advisor.
BELOW: The Thespian members are (Top Row) Cindy D'arca,
Diane Brunsdon, Jill Cater, Lisa Reno, Jean Ellison, and Ellen Lind-

quist. (Bottom Row) Patti Sanders, Sandy Hurst, Julie Koledo,
Kathy Meek and Judy Erwin.
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Drama Club officers Diane Brunsdon, Theresa

ABOVE:
Reno, Cindy D’arca and Lisa Reno.

Drama Club

This years’ spring musical was “Carnival”. It was
performed by the Drama Club on March 31 and
April 1 and 2. The story takes place at a carnival in
Europe shortly after the turn of the century. There,
an innocent young girl, Lili (Diane Brunsdon) wand-
ers around in search of employment. Her love is
sought by a lame puppeteer, Paul (Tim Morgan) and
a magician, Marco (Ron Roy). Other lead parts were
played by Jill Cater, Dan Brady and Greg Bart.
Circus performers, chorus members, orchestra mem-
bers (conducted by Mr. Perkins), and the many people
working on the various technical crews also were in-
volved.

LEFT: Mr. Hattsoe directs the chorus.
BELOW: The principal actors in “Carnival” are Dan Brady,
Jill Cater, Greg Bart, Diane Brunsdon and Tim Morgan.




“OAKLAHOMA"

*Oklahoma™ was the Drama Club’s 1976 spring
production. It was shown on April 1, 2 and 3 last
year and was well liked and successful. It was the
school’s first musical in six years. The main actors
were: Pat Alkon, Tony Brown, Jill Cater, Richard
Goodwin, Becky Harreld, Loni Pryce, Tim Mor-
gan, David Ritchie and Ron Shaw. In addition
there were dancers, fighters, a chorus, a stage
crew and an orchestra. The supervisors were;
Mr. Quesnelle, Ms. Whalin, Mr. Parker and Mr
Hartsoe.

BELOW: Loni Pryce ignores Tony Brown.
BELOW RIGHT: The guys have a get together
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ABOVE: The whole cast lines up for the finale.
BELOW: Jill Cater and Tim Morgan talk things over




Drama Club
Presents ‘Look %

Homeward Angel” [t g
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Jim Bolton grasps onto an uncontrollable Greg Bart.
Greg Bart's children, Tim Morgan and Kathy Goldsworthy protect
him from the angry wrath of his wife, Diane Brunsdon
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ABOVE: Tim Sigman watches closely as Dan Brady prepares
for flight.
LEFT: Ms. Whalin is all ready to make a change.

Lee Ann Skomski must be thinking cheer-
ful thoughts.




[he Drama Club has done it again, this time in the form of a
serious drama entitled “Look Homeward Angel.”

[he play was directed by Ms. Whalin and Mr. Quesnelle with stage
manager Lisa Reno. Student Director was Cindy D’Arca. A total of 65
drama club members took part in this production.

[he play takes place in the early 1900’s in a Southern town. The
main characters are the members of the Gant family who each have their
own dreams of what they wish to be.

Eliza Gant, portrayed by Diane Brunsdon, is the mother and pro-
vider of the family. She owns and runs the dilapidated boarding house in
which the family lives.

Her husband, portrayed by Greg Bart, is a marble carver who is a
bit too fond of his liquor

T'he plot revolves around the emotions of the family and has a very
tragic ending. It was a brilliant job done by both the people on the
stage and those behind it.

Tim Morgan realizes that life isn't all smiles
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Melanie Duncan looks fondly into the eves of a shy Tim Manser, but the most Diane Brunsdon emphasizes her point
colorful things are in his stomach butterflies !

to attentive Paul Lahman

ABOVE: Lee Ann Skomski, a new visitor at the boarding house
LEFT: Jean Ellison isn't impressed with the coffee at Dixieland
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ABOVE: The Altos in A Cappella sing from the heart
RIGHT: A Cappella's bass section comes through aeain
“"Anvi ‘l ll i
U 4 iill‘
ABOVE: Mr. Hartsoe leads his choirs to success.
BELOW: Musical Minority is ready and waiting.
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Choirs Sing Their
Way Into Our Hearts

The Winter Concert was as successful as ever
thanks to the superb directing of Mrs. Balmer and Mr.
Hartsoe. Mrs. Balmer directed Girls Choir for the
second year and they’re improving everyday. She’s re-
sponsible for the dancing girls, from Girls Choir, who
made a delightful addition to the program.

Mr. Hartsoe again directed Mixed Choir and
A Cappella. Freshman Choir was so large that Mrs.
Balmer had to take some of the overflow and help
them get together. All 6f the Choirs did a commendable
job and look for a busy year to come.
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Mrs. Balmer directs Girls Choir with enthusiasm and thev re spond
accordingly

.3

~

B
Y 5
«;s/ b

t} .,

1

v

ABOVE: The Freshman Choir gives it all they cot.
BELOW: Mixed Choir u/\\u\\ fills the stage in numbers and sound
BELOW RIGHT: Debbie Cooley and If mnie Christopher shape up the winter concert.




It was a year of change for the
113 members of the 1976 March-
ing Band. Along with a new direc-
tor, Mr. Richard Perkins, came a
new style of marching
Corps Style. He combined it with
the already unique Dondero style

called

to make some quite impressive
halftime performances.

Aside from marching at half-
time the band engages in many
other activities. The Sixth Annual
South Eastern Marching Band
Festival was held in October. It
displayed six other schools and a
large variety of marching styles.
All of the hard work in making
the Festival
worth the effort as it proved to be
even better than last year’s.

The band also competed at the
Bridgeport Competition and, as al-
ways, did a fine job of represent-
ing our school.

The band, led by Mr. Perkins,
Mr. Winter, and Drum Major Jim
Waisanen, should be commended
for a job well done.

successful was well

John Carter and John Carrico encour-
age passers-by to donate money to
Dondero’s Band on Tag Day. (photo
by Chris Blaser)

Band Marches On...

Anne Dusenbury plays her sax while marching
in the band. (photo by Chris Blaser)

.
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Jim Waisanen, Dondero’s drum ma-
jor, proudly struts across the field
ahead of the band. Being drum ma-
jor, is not an easy job. It involves
leading and directing, marking time,
and making sure everyone is in his
proper place.




To a Different Beat

ABOVE: Dondero’s colorguard proudly display their new blue and
white uniforms.

BELOW: Master of Marching, Jim Bolton blares on his baritone.
(photo by Chris Blaser)

RIGHT: Mr. Perkins; Left Face! Forward, MARCH!
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ABOVE
trombone,
play.
BELOW: For concert season, Caro-
Iyn Gillespie changes
net to bassoon and the keyboard.

Jill Cater fights with her

but it just wants to

from clari-

’A‘ L]

4 Y ,
- ’
N
-~ »" - -

- SRR
M L.
o 2
a D E
{BOVE: The Symphony Band sits at attentior
BELOW Officers are Wendy Meyer, Tom
Moore, Sue Lage, Roger Wade, Cindy Koled
Jenny Brandt, and Jeri Gardner.

The Symphony Band took a turn this
year with their new director, Mr. Richard

While their
standards in district and state competi-

Perkins. maintaining high
also organized a new jazz
With the

new

tions, they
nu-
the

band and wind ensemble.

merous changes and faces,

officers should be recognized for remov-
ing all the bumps and smoothing the

road.
ABOVE: Overworked manager,
does a commendable job.
BELOW: They boast one of the
tions in the entire state.
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Sue Lage, always
finest clarinet sec-
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Concert band shows off their outstanding flute section

ABOVE: Jim Bolton gives his baritone a life of its own.
BELOW: The Concert Band brings color to the stage.

N 7

Bands Take Off
Their Tennis Shoes

After marching season is finally over, the bands
move inside to take off their tennis shoes, roll
down pant cuffs, and dust off concert instruments.
Because the Freshman Band was eliminated this
year Concert Band has the best instrumentation

CVer.

ABOVE: Mr. Winter brings a continual freshness to music
BELOW: Officers are Gale Paine, Keith Meyer, Darrell Suitt, Jim
Bolton, Curt Jenkins, Carol Gibson, Marsha Blosser, and Annette
Latulippe.




Orchestra Is in
Tune With the Times!

['his year, with their audible talents, the members of the Chamber and

Symphony Orchestras were combined to produce the multiple talents for
their successful scason. Together with these efforts, the sclected members of
the orchestra used their ability and played not only three concertos (solos)
but a number of classical pieces as well

he Annual All-City Orchestra Concert was held in April with the

Spring Concert following in June.
{BOVE: Mr. Brockett defines time
. BELOW: Shellie Daws fiddles up a
Debbie Murrav plays the bass fiddl

{BOVE: Roger Wade toots at a strange angle.
BELOW: The Orchestra is ready for anything
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ABOVE: Tara Richards plucks the strings

of her cello
BELOW: Karen Morse

watches for her cue

BELOW: Sue Gordon is sure every note counts

RIGHT: Robin Tillis has control.

seems Litle Brian Kavalier plays
a “big” cello

the music closely as it

Craig Carlton follows
miles down.

EWEE-

Martin Rozenweig takes a break.
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What the Mind Dreams. ..

Dondero’s art and craft students, with their skills and creativ-
ity, enrich their minds and continue to beautify the school.

Under the instruction of Mr. Fischer and Mr. Retell, stu-
dents learn art theory, clay figuring, paper mache, pottery, sketch-

ing and more.

The students’ artwork is displayed in a showcase shared by

all classes. Samples of artwork from each class go on display
from time to time, to show everyone what projects are being
learned.

Art and craft classes enhance a student’s ability to become

aware of and create the dreams inside his mind.

ABOVE: Kathy Plewka works with paper mache in crafts class.
BELOW: Greg Bart applies a tender hand.

Look what Lisa Denoff has created!
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... I'he Hand Creates

Sue Kersjes patiently clips for her masiac. (Photo by Terri Elaine Keller gives her opinion as Andv Lewis perfects
Sturtz) his sketch. (Photo by Terry Sturtz)

Rich Bailey receives assistance from Mr. Fischer on his clay figure. (Photo by Terri
Sturtz)

a Mr. Retell gives Kenny Abraham some help on
= , v Y Adra
| his project. (Photo by Terri Sturtz)




Music and Betty Bradford ¢ one and the same

[\

ABOVE: Number one soloist Bob Petrucci earns
his spot by singing “Pinball Wizard.”

BELOW: Steve Holt and Dan Shea jazz up the
concert

41BOVE

keeps things popping!
The sax is expertly

RIGHT
handled by

Tara Richards

Tom Moore

77 POP CONCERT

“Jams” Auditorium

ABOVE: Chris
it happen.
RIGHT: Jay

our a

rvthm

R:I)'

Master

makes

taps

The 9th Annual Pop Concert was (as
usual) a sell-out. There were eight tal-
ented soloists that performed with two
encores. The Acapella Choir performed
approximately twenty songs which were
popular hits of the past few years. There
are about sixty people in Acapella and
the director, Mr. Hartsoe. The band di-
rector, Mr. Perkins was also a huge help
in directing the orchestra and the choir.

Including the Pop Concert Orchestra
and lighting crew, the Pop Concert in-
volved over 100 industrious people and
countless hours of hard work. But, it
was worth it all.
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Diane Brunsdon and her supremes, Gail

Bettv Bradford, “Keep you Hanging On.”

Craig Carlton “jams” down

\

Kathy

If a picture paints a thousand words, Tim keeps

Mortan would be a great artist.

Hofferkamp and
sings

1r. Hartsoe gets things rolling

Bossenberry
Farlow lead

Renec
Tracy

LEFT: A start is Born . . . Genelle Meeler singing
“Evergreen.”

ABOVE: Nanette Diez puts
The '77 Pop Concert
RIGHT: As a farewell to A (>ll[7[’('l/ll.
Omron sings “The Best is Yet To Come.”

forth her talents in

Debbie

Goldsworthy
us \/l(
“So Far Away.”

near as

\

1
1

Claire Kanner anc
the alto section
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“The wise man reads

both

FAR LEFT: Polly Lesher, th

{BOVE: John Mover, Petc
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books and life itself.”
Lin Yutang

Qakettes.

Willis, Theresa Reno




The Foreign Language Clubs
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Spanish Club treasurer, Ju-

lie McDonald, and advisor, Pam Rener, Renee Johnson. MIDDLE: Mona
Cocoli, Ruth Stanton, Carol Wiles, Cathy Toens- tary Karil Kochenderfer, President Janine Op-
feldt, Julie McDonald. BACK: Mr. Solis, Patty
Graham, Gary Fryatt, Steve Cocoli, Mike Dar-

Mr. Solis count the profits
from a candy sale. (Photo
by Chris Blaser)

ABOVE LEFT: Chris Connelly and Kim McCleary wonder if
they should taste the goodies for the German Club bake sale.
(Photo by Chris Blaser)

BELOW: German Club: FRONT: Kevin Kirby, Kim McCleary,
Debbie Zinn, Nancy Rapo, Tara Richards, Chris Connelly, Ma-
donna Lewis. MIDDLE: Janine Opdycke, Martha Syme, Karen

§ ba

ABOVE: Spanish Club: Front: Carolyn Seyfarth, gay, Mohammed Cocoli, Bob Pesavento.

BELOW RIGHT: German Club Officers, Secre-

dyvcke, Vice President Linda Ayers, and Treasurer
Chris Connelly, (Photo by Dave Clinard)

Cheryl Price, Linda Ayers, Marta Bas-
tian, Debbie Farner. BACK: Mr. Price (advisor), Rich Burks,
Nancy Mitchell, Jackie DeWolf, Beth Emanuelsen, Shellie Lile
Steve Skrzvcki, Dave Riley, Kent Kochenderfer, Karil Kochen-
derfer. (Photo by Dave Clinard)

Patterson, Sue Schoettle,
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Are a Bustle of Activity

Dondero’s three Language Clubs were very active
this year

Spanish Club members kept busy with many fund
raisers. Bagel sales, raffle tickets, and candy sales all
were big money carners. Profits from these sales con-
tributed to a Christmas party and lots of fun

Highlights of the year for the German Club in-
cluded horseback riding, Christmas caroling, and din-
ner at the Little Cafe (a traditional German restaurant).
['heir main fund raiser was candy sales.

25 members were admitted into the French Club
by an initiation held at Yates Cider Mill. Other activi-

ties included horseback riding, a hayride, and dinner at
a French restaurant. Money was earned through bake
sales and selling candy bars. The French Club proudly
We caught vou daydreaming during the Spanish ; k ) ) : '
Clib nieet Raies Tahnsont [Photo. by Chris claims that they have more members this year than
{ ) weenng CNned onnson 1010 ) 7 J

Blaser) ever before!

{BOVE: French Club Vice President,
Cindy Koledo, and Advisor Ms. Sauer
run through a list of activities
BELOW Gree Bart expresses his
opinion at a French Club meeting
(Photo by Chris Blaser)

ABOVE: French Club: FRONT: Paige Sommer, Katie Weise, Cheryl Furlong, Mary Koledo,
Claire Kanner. MIDDLE: Cheryl Jones, Sharla Scannell, Mary Clissold, Renee Rossen-
berry, Linda Pyeatt, Dave Bentsen. BACK: Cindy Koledo, Donna Schorn, Ellen Lindquist
Greg Bart, Jean Ellison, Marrianne McArdle, Theresa Connelly, Koula Bonnier.

BELOW LEFT: “Hey, give me that,” says Cheryl Jones at a French Club meeting. 3 D

\, b
BELOW RIGHT: Mary Clissold distributes boxes of candy to French Club members —
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Dondero
students have
good times

We will remember in the days to come

with love, pride, pity, or

our friends.

“Haaay!!!" says Rodney
Gleason.

N

“Hey, look at that!” says
Carol Giordano. (photo by
Chris Blaser)

contempt: so will

—J. Mansfield

Tom Willard serenades
Terri Sturtz)

— . !

‘.

Joel Douthat takes it easy. (photo by Chris Blaser)

Kerry Kelly. (photo by

What Dondero students do . . .
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Boy's R.O. Club Gets Involved

BACK ROW: Jim Fraquelli, Mark Pugsley, Dan McClory, Dan Lesher. SEC-
OND ROW: Mr. Mclean, Al Hayes, Tom McCarthy, Gary Rochon, Bruce
Anderson, Steve Taylor, Bill Cunningham. FRONT ROW: John McFall, Dario
Benedetti, Ron Lessard, Mark Harris, Rick Miner. (Photo by Chris Blaser)

School and community involvement has been very much a part
of the R.O. Club during the school year of 76-77. They gave candy
to kids at the hospital, sold programs at the football games and ran
CUI-]CL‘.\\‘?UI] \l'imd\ ;n“h«‘wmc h;xhs'kclbull games. They also went on a TOP ROW: Dario Benedetti-VP. Dan Lesher-
sleigh ride with the Girl's Varsity Club. Pres. BOTTOM ROW: Dan McClory-Treas..

Their sponsor is Mr. McLean. Bruce Anderson-Sec. (Photo by Chris Blaser)

me s varsi cuo s soine— (51’ Varsity Club Grows

in numbers each year as more girls
participate in sports. They take an
Oath which says “We promote good FOURTH ROW: Mary Quarles, Melanie Duncan, Jill Fulkerson, Koula Bonnier,
sportmanshi : fellowshi 1hrZ>th Sandy Taylor, Dianne Ashcraft, Shellie Duncan, Ms. Cottrell. THIRD ROW: Linda
P o P, S i Jones, Renee Cottrell, Ann Holly, Kathy Austin, Jean Kenny, Julie Stevenson. SEC-
competition .and support all glrls OND ROW: Diane Noonan, Sarah Ryan, Kathy Gmelin, Lori Salisz, Dawn Bibby.
athletics. FIRST ROW: Judy Lukosavich, Sandy Bailey, Pam Riley.

The Girl’s Varsity Club went on a
sleigh ride with the Boy’s R.O. Club.
Ms. Cottrell is their sponsor. . el

.
BELOW: Judy Lukosavich-Sec., Sandy ]
Bailey-Pres., Pam Riley-VP. (Photo by s
Patty Grigsby)
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The first place float that the Sophomores created { picture speaks for itself

{BOVE: Juniors on the rampage in the Homecoming parade
BELOW: Tom Lisi whispers sweet nothings to Terry Smiscik
¢ Homecoming danc

Tina King and Mark Cox take a break from the dance floor at the
Semi-formal.
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The Juniors show off their second place float

[his year Homecoming was filled with more ex-
citing events than ever before. Set to the theme of the
50th Anniversary, the traditional parade started off the
activities. with the Marching Band leading the way.
[he Oakettes made their season debut to music played
by the band. Before the second kick off the winners of
Ist place went to the Soph-
omores, 2nd place to the Juniors, 3rd place to the
Freshmen, 4th place to the Seniors, and 5th place went

the Hoats were announced

to the German Club. The game was made complete
with a 35-14 victory over Birmingham Groves.

Iht Homecoming festivities did not end at the
Student Senate and the
sponsored a Semi-formal which took place the follow-

countdown. Senior class co-
ing Saturday night. Nathan Dixon was named the very
first Homecoming King and Pamela Riley was crowned
the Queen for 1976-77. As the dance ended. so did a
fun filled weckend for students and alumni alike.

The Oakettes spread their joy in the Homecoming parade.

Dancing is the art of pulline vour feet away faster than your

partner can step on them,” explains Paul Risberg to Jody Sher-
win at the

Semi-formal

NDERO HIGH Sgy
MARGHING BAND £ ¢

A WExgan U5 A

The Marching Band proudly steps out to lead the parade.
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Student Senate Combines Old and New

{BOVE: Steve Seres expresses his

opinion.
BELOW: Wearing her Dondero
Senate T-shirt is Trisha Thompson

ABOVE: BACK ROW, Left to Right: Cheryl I.aurie Cameron, Sherri Yirovec, John Moyer,
LaPain, Jenny Jinkins. Sue Larke, Mike Stret- Shelly Ratcliffe, M Rockwell. FRONT
lien, Kathy Lawrence, Jeff Jinkins. MIDDLE ROW: Trisha Thompson. Joan Tomezak,
ROW: Anne McCulloch, Kim McDonald, Bonnie Boerkoel, Jean Kenny, Linda Pyeatt.

Judy Lukosavich.




ABOVE: Senate's enterprising new advisor Mr. Rockwell
enjoys a chat with members.
BELOW: Student Senate ponders a pressing issue

As any informed Donderoite knows, the Student
Senate is a constant buzz of activity. This year
Student Senate kept busy with a wide variety of ac-
tivities — old and new. Along with the traditional
Homecoming Parade, they initiated a new tradi-
tion of the Homecoming Semi-Formal, co-
sponsored with the Senior Class. The annual ex-
change days, and aftergame football dances were
complemented by the start of a Guest Speaker
Series for the student body and the designing of a
much-needed Student Handbook for incoming
freshmen. Other activities included a canned food
drive, disco dances after basketball games, a spring
semi-formal and planning for the 50th anniversary
with the school committee.

haul canned food

Shelly Ratcliffe and Kathy Lawrence

Senate members wares at a dance

Senate Officers, BACK ROW:
Linda Pyeatt: Rec. Sec..
V-Pres.., Joani

Parl.: Trisha Thompson, Corres. Sec.,




BACK ROW: Kim Marvin, Michelle Meraw. Alanna Otto.
Chris Ward, Tania Ratkiewicz, Peggy Molick, Cheryl Baily,
Nancy Kiernan, Diane Bentson. Jody Girard, Jan Vanderyke.
Linda Jones. Sue Weise, Janise Kramer, Kara Manaino, Jean

Lori Northrup, Jill

Kenny, Carrie Leyman, Vera Sawchuck.
Kathy

Fulkerson. MIDDLE ROW: Ms. Schultheis,

Solomon,

Judy Vandermark. Beth Kenny, Kathy Jones, Tammy McFall
Sue Northrup, Carol Wiles, Sue Beckman, Clair Kanner
FRONT ROW: President Robin lLuke, Treasurer Madonna
Lewis, Secretary Kathy Dopp. (photo by Chris Blaser)

Forestry Clubs Foster Social Life

One of the largest groups in the school is the Girls
Forestry Club, with forty members.

The girls had a lot of fun this year. They were very
busy holding numerous sales to raise money. They also
went horseback-riding.

For each Holiday they try to do something to make
that day more meaningful. For instance, at Thanksgiving
the girls had a Turkey raffle, at which two turkeys were
raffled off. And at Easter they sold Chocolate Bunnies,
then passed them out with messages attached.

They held a progressive dinner over Christmas vaca-
tion; at such a dinner, the courses are served at differ-
ent houses. In this instance they had five places to travel
to for their dinner. They had a lot of fun, and a lot of
food!

To top it all off, they ended the their

year with
annual weekend canoe trip.
The club is geared to going places, meeting people

and having a lot of fun doing it!

“Stand up for what you

believe in,” savs Beth
Kenny. (photo by Chris
Blaser)

£
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Vandermark looks
thusiastic. (photo by Chris Blaser)

Judy

very en-

The Boy’s Forestry Club is an active group, with the
help of advisor Mr. Pishko. The President of the Club is
Jim Riehl, Dan McClory is Vice President, Jim Hagley
is the Secretary, and Rick Miner is the Group‘s Treasurer.

I'he Club home basket-ball
Games. They went on a ski trip over the break directly
following mid-term exams. They had a lot of out-door fun
on this trip and would like to plan another one in the

sells programs at all

future.
The Club likes to spend a lot of time outside, so
they plan their expeditions to include a lot of out-door

activity.
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